Responses to “The Power of Community” on 25 June 2009

Thanks to St Andrew’s Church, Pump Street and Robert Lewin-Jones for hosting last night’s One Planet Worcester screening of this DVD about Cuba’s creative and resourceful response to its energy crisis in the early 1990’s – its so called “special period”.  Thanks also to all that took part.

After the screening, those present responded on post-it notes to four statements.  Here are the comments that came up, paraphrased and amalgamated in places.

What I can do

· eat less!

· turn down the heating, turn off unused lights

· drive frugally and use the car less 

· cycle and walk more or jump on the bus

· grow more food, plant dwarf fruit trees in the garden

· continue to lobby for change, press for appropriate legislation and strive to raise public awareness

· learn more about permaculture – even become an “expert”!

· insulate the loft and invite the neighbours round for a “house warming”

· get to know neighbours, sharing resources

· buy locally

What Worcester can do
· develop a long term vision and an understanding of the need for change – follow up with public awareness raising through local media

· provide opportunities for people to discuss “peak oil”

· promote farmers markets and procure organic food

· plant fruit and nut trees in public green spaces

· provide more allotments (x4) and  encourage municipal and private veggie gardening and composting - promote garden share schemes

· support local businesses through subsidised rents and cheap loans

· calculate the land area needed to provide the city’s food

· improved public transport, energy efficient housing and pilot schemes for creative use of public buildings

· encourage sustainable development through planning policies

· work to change dietary attitudes

· vote Green

What the Government can do

· set up a Royal Commission on national food security
· educate the general public about the challenges of peak oil and encourage acceptance of the need for change
· long term energy planning, finance trial schemes and research into non fossil fuel transport, invest in renewable and decentralised energy
· provide more education and training for growing food and encourage young people to take up farming
· punish supermarket policies that penalise farmers
· work to promote community cohesion and build community spirit
· remove subsidies, as in New Zealand
· redirect subsidies from industrial food production and chemical based farming, fund research into organic rather than GM food, subsidise organic farming
· more grants for home insulation and solar panels
· curb imports in favour of local produce
· planning cities to favour walking & cycling to work, school and shops
· pressure local authorities to use their council smallholdings to increase training for small scale farming

One other idea

· don’t exaggerate and become believable and convincing

· we are not living sustainably yet have no other alternative 

· shift thinking from sustainable development to sustainable living, reduce the need for travel by working and living in the same area

· decrease reliance on imports, support UK production

· develop ground and air heat pumps for domestic housing

· find ways to make the Transition process more inclusive

· set up a community garden in Worcester

· faith communities should enable/challenge followers to address community concerns and action

· switch off half the motorway lights

· shift taxation from individuals to corporations

· use waste land for food production or growing biofuel crops

· celebrate quality of life rather than consumerism and economic growth

· capitalise on the change of US president to secure international agreements to tackle environmental issues
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