Permaculture

Introduction

The idea of Permaculture is fundamental to a good understanding of the Transition initiative, as to a large extent a transition town is a just Permaculture design for a town. However, as even Rob Hopkins says, to describe Permaculture in not many words is very difficult as it is not straightforward to describe.

It is most commonly associated with a method of gardening, although it is much more than that. When it comes down to it, Permaculture is a method of gardening, just developed further.

The three underlying themes of Permaculture

This is basically the reason behind why permaculture exists, and what it is about. They sum up the general idea in a few easy to remember words (People care, Earth care, Fair share).

Earth Care

The main difference between current agricultural practices, and many other aspects of civilisation, is that it generally makes no effort to care for the Earth’s other forms of life. Our general sense of priority is to value economic growth, people’s access to resources, and perhaps some care for the “prettiness” of the scenery. Permaculture’s most obvious difference is that there is a strong emphasis on caring for the plants and animals, even where there is no directly visible human benefit in doing so.

The reason behind this hasn’t been fixed, since there are many. Some people have religious or spiritual values attached to the earth, the plants or the animals. Some people feel strongly that there is a strong ethical principle in caring for other forms of life. Scientifically speaking, there are resources and services performed by plants and animals, without which we would not survive. Whether we understand all of these or not, it would be foolish to destroy the planet’s ability to perform these services and provide these resources. Some of the services would be tremendously expensive if we attempted to do them ourselves (such as pollinating all the orchards). Some are just impossible (smoothing out rainfall and drought over a river catchment). 

People Care

The systems of agriculture and industry demand endless and punishing toil from a huge number of people. Although in the west we do not see the number of people working to provide our food, clothing and energy, the work is still being done. Permaculture emphasises the organising of land use in order to reduce the amount and the tedium of all this work. By working with nature rather than against it, the is still a lot of work to be done, but it would be less punishing and more fulfilling.

Fair Share

This is related to both people and planet. For the system to work we need to be fair towards the needs of ourselves and the planet, leaving space for all. It is more beneficial for all concerned (beavers, bees, trees and people) to share the resources, water and space more fairly. Our system is tremendously unfair, with 5% of people owning and consuming 95% of all the resources. One of the other results of this is that many people are stressed, miserable, angry or just plain unhappy. To get away from such feelings we spend and consume even more energy. 

